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Scott R. Hansen, Reg. No. 38,486 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Appl.No. : 09/592,462 

Applicant : Tracy E. Grim et al. 

Filed : June 9, 2000 

Title : FOOTGEAR WITH PRESSURE RELIEF ZONES 

Art Unit : 3728 

Examiner : Marie Patterson 

Docket No.: : ROYCE-66774 

Customer No. : 24201 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
RO. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION OF AUGUST 22. 2005 

Sir: 

The undersigned thanks the Examiner for indicating that the present application is 
in condition for allowance. 

The Office Action of 08/22/2005 indicates that the original patent must now be 
submitted. However, it is respectfully noted that a recent retroactive change in 37 CFR 



1.178 eliminates the requirement of submitting the original patent. (See 1287 Official 
Gazette Patent Office 67; see also Official Gazette Notice dated 12 October 2004). 

Enclosed are relevant pages from a presentation on the rule change from the 
website of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. It is noted that this new rule change, 
which is retroactive and appUes to this case, is not reflected in the most current version of 
the MPEP that is available on www.uspto.gov . 

In view of the rule change, a Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested 
without submission of the original Letters Patent. 
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Howard Hughes Center 
6060 Center Drive, Tenth Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 
Telephone: (310) 824-5555 
Facsimile: (310) 824-9696 
Customer No. 24201 



Respectfully submitted, 

FULWIDER PATTON LEE & UTECHT, LLP 




Scott R. Hansen 
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